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The UN Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) entitles the five coastal states that border on the Arctic Ocean to claim extended continental shelves beyond their usual 200 nautical mile limits.  Cumulatively, these extensions could occupy most of the central Arctic Ocean, and their northward convergence could lead to overlapping claims between adjacent and opposite states.

Within their extended continental shelves, the five coastal states will be able to exercise sovereign rights that pertain to the use and exploitation of the seabed and its resources.  It is essential therefore that the boundaries of the extended shelves be clearly defined to avoid contention between coastal states over the geographic scope of their respective jurisdictions.  

This presentation will explain briefly the rationale behind the construction of extended continental shelves, according to the provisions of UNCLOS Article 76.  It will then consider various factors that could impinge upon the partitioning of the extended continental shelves in the central Arctic Ocean, and suggest measures for achieving consensus in the process.
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